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Programmed cell death in plants and caspase-like activities 
 
 
1. Caspase-like proteases are activated during programmed cell death in plants. 
This thesis  
 
2. Mitochondria are involved in the decision between cell survival and cell death. 
This thesis  
Kroemer G et al. (2007) Physiol Rev. 87, 99-163. 
 
3. Caspase substrates and inhibitors originally designed for animal studies can be used to 
measure caspase-like activity in plant extracts. 
This thesis  
 
4. The biotinylated caspase inhibitor ac-DEVD-biotin cannot be used to purify the caspase-
like proteases from plants because multiple proteins interact with biotinylated caspase 
inhibitors. 
This thesis. 
Rotari VI et al. (2005) Physiologia Plantarum 123, 376-385. 
 
5. Mutants are useful tools to study gene functions. 
This thesis 
Lorrain S et al. (2003) Trends Plant Sci. 8, 263-271. 
 
6. Green plants are intelligent organisms. 
Trewavas (2005) Trends Plant Sci. 10,413-419 
 
7. Deciphering these ancient and intricate relationships between the regulation of cell 
survival, cell renewal and cell death, and understanding to what extent these processes may 
be selectively modulated by therapeutic intervention will probably represent one of the new 
frontiers of biology and medicine in this century. 
Ameisen JC (2002) Cell Death Differ. 9, 367-393 
 
 
8. Apoptosis is a Greek word that refers to leaves dropping from a tree. Surprisingly, the 
apoptotic pathway is very well described in animals but not in plants. 
This thesis 
 
9. Internet is as essential and vital to today’s people as flintstone was to paleolithic people.  
 
10. Distance does not only refer to a physical length or a period of time but also to an 
emotional fact, especially during a PhD study far from your family and friends. 
 
11. People should be appreciated for what they are even if they are different due to their 
religion or sexual preference or origin…instead of being discriminated. 
 
12. It is when you accomplish something supposed to be difficult that you realize it was not 
impossible. 
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